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If Family Band Magazine is to be 
heralded as the “premier national 

magazine for family discipleship”, 
perhaps a good place to start would 
Li� ��� `iw����}� v>���Þ� `�ÃV�«�iÃ��«°���
�Ã� Ì��Ã� Ã��i��iÜ� �`i>]� v>`]��À� �>Ì�
est trend in Christian Programing?  
Lets’ take a look.

��ÃV�«�iÃ��«]� Ã��iÜ�>Ì��v� >�LÕââ�
word in Christendom, comes from 
Ì�i��>�`>Ìi��v�Ì�i��Ài>Ì�
����Ã�
Ã���� v�Õ�`� ��� �>ÌÌ�iÜ� Ón\£��Óä�
Ü�iÀi��iÃÕÃ]������Ã�w��>��«�ÃÌ�ÀiÃÕÀ�
rection appearance, commissioned 
his apostles to “go into all the 
Ü�À�`�>�`��>�i�`�Ã�
ciples”.  Simply put 
>� `�ÃV�«�i� �Ã� >� v���
lower of a teacher or 
master.  In the Greek 
culture of the New 
Testament, disciples 
ÜiÀi� ��ÌiÀ>��Þ� v����Ü�
iÀÃ��v�Û>À��ÕÃ�Ìi>V��
iÀÃ°��Ƃ����v�Ì�i�Ƃ«�Ã�
tles were disciples of 
�iÃÕÃ]��>Û��}���ÌiÀ>��
ly left their nets and 
tax tables to follow 
Him.  The Apostle 
*>Õ��ÌiÃÌ�w�i`�Ì�>Ì��i�
Ü>Ã�ÃV����i`� ���Ì�i�ÃV������v��>�
�>��i��ƂVÌÃ�Ó\Ó�Î®°���6>À��ÕÃ�Ã�>`iÃ�
of meaning have existed but most 
are in agreement that a disciple is a 
follower of Jesus.  Two particulars 
>Ài���«�ÀÌ>�Ì����Ì�i��Ài>Ì�
����Ã�
sion passage.

��ÀÃÌ]�`�ÃV�«�iÃ�>Ài��>`i�LÞ�L>«Ì�â�
ing them in the Trinitarian formula 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
/��Ã� ��«��iÃ� Ì�i� *,"
�Ƃ�Ƃ/�" �
of the message of the gospel of 
God’s grace in salvation through 
Ì�i�Ã>VÀ�w�Vi��v��iÃÕÃ]�Ì�i��iÃÃ�>�]�
on the cross, and our acceptance 
�v��iÃÕÃ�>�`���Ã� vÀii�}�vÌ��v� Ã>�Û>�
tion.  Baptism is a picture of our 
�`i�Ì�w�V>Ì���� ��� Ì�i� `i>Ì�]� LÕÀ�>�]�
>�`� ÀiÃÕÀÀiVÌ���� Ü�Ì�� �iÃÕÃ� ,��
mans 6).  Baptism is the beginning
�v�`�ÃV�«�iÃ��«]� �Ì�Ã�}��w�iÃ� � Ì�i� ����
tial point of becoming a disciple, or 
our union with Jesus.   

The second part of the commission, 
as outlined by Jesus, is to teach 
them to obey all things that he had 
commanded them.   This continual 
teaching would accentuate the on-
going nature��v�̀ �ÃV�«�iÃ��«]��>�i�
ly, what it means to understand who 
Jesus is and then to live like Him in 
our daily lives.     It is this aspect 
of discipleship that comes to the 

forefront of 
our thinking 
in modern 
discipleship.  

��Ìi�«��
rary efforts 
to resurrect 
L�L��V>�� `�ÃV��
pleship have 
spawned a 
��ÃÌ� �v� º`�Ã�
c i p l e s h i p ” 
p r o g r a m s , 
�`i>Ã]� VÕÀ�
r i c u l u m , 
«>À>�V�ÕÀV��

�À}>��â>Ì���Ã]�>�`�iÛi��`i�����>�
tional names, like “the Disciples of 
Christ.”   Perhaps in the apathy and 
lethargy of the church at times, and 
`�Ü�� Ì�À�Õ}�� Ì�i�Vi�ÌÕÀ�iÃ]� Ài�V�
VÕÀÀ��}��iÜ�i�«�>Ã�Ã����`�ÃV�«�i�

ship have been needed. Some of 
this emphasis has been good and 
has spawned great materials and 
awakened us at times for our need 
Ì��}iÌ�L>V�� Ì�� Ì�i�L>Ã�VÃ�>�`�Li�
come disciples.  But how does this 
relate to family discipleship?

ƂÃ� >� Þ�Õ�}� «>ÃÌ�À� >�`� º`�ÃV�«�i�
maker”, armed with the latest 
“Navigators” strategy, or verse 
V>À`Ã]� �À� ��ÕÀ�>���}� ÌiV���µÕi]� ��
began my career as a Pastor to 
be intentional about  discipleship. 
I had several groups of men that I 
was meeting with and “discipling”. 

ƂÃ� �� À>�� �vv� Ì�� `�ÃV�«�iÃ��«� �iiÌ�
ings it became apparent to me that 
I should spend as much time and 
intentionality discipling my own 
family! 

 Had I cleansed my wife with the 
washing of the water of the word, 
according to Ephesians 5?  Was I 
teaching my children the things 
�v� Ì�i� �",�� >Ã� �� }�Ì� Õ«]� Ü>��i`�
about, sat in my house, or walked 
���Ì�i�Ü>Þ]����>VV�À`>�Vi�Ü�Ì���iÕ�
teronomy 6?  I had to say a very 
convicting  “No”.  
 Early in my pastoral ministry and 
��vi�>Ã�>��ÕÃL>�`�>�`�v>Ì�iÀ]���Ài>��
ized that discipleship should be a 
natural process of the family!  Not 
���Þ� Ã��Õ�`� �Ì� Li� >� �>ÌÕÀ>�� «À��
cess, it should be the Ƃ�TUV�RTKQTKV[�
of Christian ministry and disciple 
making efforts. We have really no 
business making disciples of others 
unless we are pretty well along in 
the process of making disciples of 
ourselves and those closest to us, 
our very own families.  

��Li��iÛi�Ì�>Ì�>���Ã«�>Vi`�i�«�>�
sis of discipleship is a great cause 
of much failure in the church which 

As I ran off to discipleship 

meetings it became 

apparent to me that 

I should spend as much time 

and intentionality 

discipling my 

own family! 
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has lead to pastoral burnout, as 

pastors and leaders have pursued 

the latest in discipleship methods, 

and many families 

are neglected of 

their rightful spiritual 

care.  Lets consider 

Ì�i� >�ÌiÀ�>Ì�Ûi]� v>��
ily discipleship.

(COKN[� &KUEKRNGUJKR�
KU�C�PCVWTCN�RTQEGUU�
of family life.    

"�i��v�Ì�i�}Ài>Ì�«ÕÀ�
poses of the home 

�Ã� Ìi>V���}°� � *À�Û�
erbs are replete with 

instructions from 

v>Ì�iÀÃ� >�`� Ì�i� «Ài�
ciousness of the teaching of the 

mothers.  From birth up into the 

�>ÀÀ�i`�Þi>ÀÃ]�Ì�i�Õ��ÌÞ��v�Ì�i�v>��
ily imparting truth, in the context 

of every day life, is seen as a way 

of life.  Many of the references in 

Proverbs are to “my son”, the wise 

son, the foolish son, etc.  Further, 

many of the practical expressions 

deal every day occurrences like 

the sluggard not roasting his prey, 

or his house being overgrown with 

thorns, or  the lessons learned 

vÀ���Ì�i�Ƃ�Ì°��/�iÃi�iÛiÀÞ�`>Þ��V�
currences of life lessons, lived out 

together in the trenches, are how 

God entrusts spiritual truth.  Jesus 

ÕÃi`��Õ�iÀ�ÕÃ�«>À>L�iÃ�>�`� ���ÕÃ�
trations such as the birds of the air 

>�`�V������Ã���]�Ì�����ÕÃÌÀ>Ìi�Ã«�À��
tual truth.  Perhaps if we focused 

on being disciples in the everyday 

activities of our families and less on 

programs and activities we might 

Li�>���ÌÌ�i�vÕÀÌ�iÀ�>���}����Ì�i�«À��
cess.   

(COKN[�&KUEKRNGUJKR�KU�VJG�TGURQP�
UKDKNKV[�QH�RCTGPVU���
As noted earlier, Deuteronomy 

6 is the place where it is laid out 

for people of faith to train up their 

children, to teach them diligently.   


iÀÌ>���Þ�Ì��Ã��Ã���i��v�Ì�i���ÃÌ��i�

}�iVÌi`� -VÀ�«ÌÕÀiÃ� ��� ÌiÀ�Ã� �v� >«�
plication in God’s Word.  Surely we 

give assent to this as a concept, but 

how much 

is there in 

the doing 

�v� �Ì¶� � *À�Û�
iÀLÃ� È\ÓÓ�
tells us Train 

up a child 

in the way 

he should 

go…  and 

then there 

is Ephesians 

È� �� �>Ì�iÀÃ�
`����Ì�iÝ>Ã�
perate your 

children but 

bring them up 

in the nurture and admonition of 

the Lord.   With such abundantly 

clear and over arching instructions 

Ì��ÕÃ�Ü�Þ��Ã�Ì��Ã�}�Ûi��Ã����ÌÌ�i�«À>V�
tical application?  (I think I better 

Ã>Ûi�Ì�i�>�ÃÜiÀ�Ì��Ì�>Ì���i�v�À�>��
other article.)

(COKN[�&KUEKRNGUJKR�UJQWNF�DG�VJG�
RTKOCT[� TGCNO� HQT� %JTKUVKCP� FKU�
EKRNGUJKR�

Not only do these noted Scriptures 

ÃÕ««�ÀÌ� Ì��Ã]� LÕÌ� Õ«� Õ�Ì��� Ì�i� ���
dustrial revolution, the family was 

Ì�i� «À��>ÀÞ� ��ÃÌ�ÌÕÌ���� v�À� i`ÕV>�
tion and social structure  in western 

culture.  This is a strategy that has 

worked well for thousands of years!  

Additionally, the centrality of the 

home in the village and the clan in 

the social structure, naturally lends 

itself to an organic teaching and 
learning environment.  It was only 

Ü�Ì�� Ì�i� «À���viÀ>Ì���� �v� ��`ÕÃÌÀ��
alization and developing a “mass 

learning structure” that natural 

learning environments were traded 

for more structured and engineered 

��iÃ°� � 7�Ì�� Ì��Ã� Ã�V�>�� i�}��iiÀ�
ing and pressing society to meet 

the demands of industrialization, 

came a deterioration of the family 

unit.  The church followed suit and 

teaching and learning methods 

`À�vÌi`� >Ü>Þ� vÀ��� �À}>��V� �iÌ��
ods of home and village to make 

way for the modern church growth 

methodology offered up by C Peter 

Wagner and others.  The absence 

of the father and mother’s direct 

involvement in the home were felt 

as they exchanged vocations  from 

being local craftsmen, tradesmen,  

and agricultural workers, to plant 

and shift workers with commutes 

to the big cities.   The latchkey kid 

syndrome helped give rise to the 

>`Ûi�Ì��v�Ì�i�-Õ�`>Þ�-V�������Ûi�
ment and further replaced family 

altar.  Finally, and more recently, 

contemporary “success theory” of 

Ì�i� ��`iÀ�� V�ÕÀV�� Ü�iÀi� ºL�}�
ger is better” gave birth to further 

specialization and then ultimately 

to the advent of the mega church.   

��`iÀ�� V�ÕÀV�iÃ� Ì�`>Þ� �>Ûi� i��
trenched their  “industrialized 

We have really no business 
making disciples of others 

unless we are in the process

of making disciples of 

ourselves and those closest 

to us, our very own families. 
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August
8/1-2 Shaunavon, SK- Frenchman River Gospel Jamboree

8/4 Sydney, MT- Ebenezer Congregational Church
8/14 Clinton, MO- Butler Electric Company
8/17 Lebanon, MO- Heritage Baptist Church

8/23 Muskogee, OK- Southeast Baptist Church
8/24 Muskogee, OK- Southeast Baptist Church

September
9/7 New Glarus, WI- New Glarus Free Festival

9/11 Minier, IL- Minier Assembly of God Church, 7 PM
9/13 Hillsdale, MI- ! e Gospel Barn- 7 PM Concert 

9/14-19 Eastern Canada Tour
9/14 St. Catharines, Ontario- Glenridge Bible Church 

9/20 Marion, Ohio - Good Sam Marion County Fairgrounds 
9/23  Sugar Creek, Ohio- Airstream RV Ralley
9/28 Dixon, MO-Victory Hills Baptist Church

October
10/1-4 Branson, MO - Silver Dollar City - 4 X Daily

10/ 9-12 New Castle, WY -To the Cross Crusade 7 PM
10/16-19 Dickinson, ND -To the Cross Crusade 7 PM

10/26 Dixon, MO -Assembly of God Church
November

11/6-9 Miles City, MT- To the Cross Crusade- 7 PM
December

12/2 Lebanon, MO- Cowan Civic Center- Christmas Show
12/5 Mountain Grove, MO- Living Stones AG Church- 

12/6 Tulsa, OK- ! e Assembly (Southern Gospel Gathering)       
12/7 Minco, OK- First Baptist Church- 

12/8, 9, 10, 11- Dates available to book a Christmas concert 
12/12  12/13 Pine Blu" , AR- Old Town Centre ! eater- 

12/15 Ocala, FL- Christmas Show - Private
12/16, 17, 18, 19, 20- Dates available for Christmas concert 

����E�JIEWX�JSV�JERW�SJ�KVIEX�QYWMG���XLMW�]SYRK�FERH�MW�SR�¿�VI�ERH�HIWXMRIH�JSV�WYGGIWW��
~DA Calloway, Silver Dollar City Events Coordinator 

structure” of age segregation and specialization and 
this further separated the family thus reducing “family 
discipleship” on the radar of ecclesiastical priorities.    
That’s been changing and it needs to.

It is our hope that Christian Family Band Magazine 
will be part of the dialogue and instruction to 
restore Family Discipleship back to a place of 
blessing and effectiveness that it has been for 
centuries.  

Saying “Yes” to something means saying 
º "»�Ì��Ã��iÌ���}�i�Ãi°��*iÀ�>«Ã�Ài`�ÃV�ÛiÀ�
ing family discipleship may mean rearranging 
our priorities.     I think in the long run, we 
Ü����w��`�Ì�i�`�ÃV��v�ÀÌ�>�`�iÝÌÀ>�ivv�ÀÌ�Ü�ÀÌ��
it. I can think of few things I would look back 
on my life and be more thankful for than the 
time I spent teaching my wife and children 
the things of God.   I know that nothing gives 
Ì�i����Ài�V��v�ÀÌ�>�`�V��w�`i�Vi������vi]�>Ã�
well as  and respect for me as a leader in my 
home,  than knowing that they are following 
the Lord and being taught the things of God 
right here in our home. Y

It is our hope  that 

Christian Family Band Magazine 

will be part of the dialogue 

and instruction to restore

 Family Discipleship 
back to a place of blessing and 

effectiveness that it has been 

for centuries.  

Paul Durocher is a graduate of Moody Bible Institute 
and has served as a pastor, church planter, home 
LÕ��`iÀ�>�`��Ã�>�v>Ì�iÀ��v�£Ó�V���`Ài����V�Õ`��}�w�Ûi�
boys and seven girls.   His book,  Thinking Outside Of 
The Box And Inside Of The Book, is available at www.
durocherfamilyministries.com and covers a range of 
v>���Þ���vi��ÃÃÕiÃ°��*>Õ��>�`���Ã�Ü�vi��Õ`Þ���Ûi������ÀÌ��

ern Minnesota and they 
VÕÀÀi�Ì�Þ��>Ûi�ÌÜ��}À>�`�
children. 


